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APPEARANCES:

PANEL | N ATTENDANCE
U S. ARW CORPS OF ENG NEERS
GALVESTON DI STRI CT

Col onel Ni cholas Buechler

GALVESTON COUNTY

Comm ssioner Ken d ark

BRAZORI A DRAI NAGE DI STRICT NO 4
COW SSI ONER

M. Jeff Brennan

HARRI S COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DI STRI CT DI RECTOR
M. Mke Talbott
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P R OCEETD I NGSS

COLONEL BUECHLER:  Good evening. |
would like to wel cone you all here this
eveni ng.

For the record, | would like to
announce that our second Public Scoping
Meeting is being convened at 7:05 p.m on
the -- | guess it's the 3rd of My, isn't
it? M watch still says it's the 2nd. On
My 3rd. W have a third neeting schedul ed
for the 9th of May -- or 8th -- no -- 9th
of May out in Pearland.

As many of you know -- or, if you
don't, I'll tell you now -- we are
conducting a General Reeval uation Study on
the Cear Ceek watershed. W'll be
| ooking at economc, engineering, and
environmental feasibility of flood damage
reduction on Cear OO eek.

This is a scoping neeting about C ear
Creek. It's not about its tributaries.
It's not about maintenance issues or
conpl ai nt s. If you have those, we can

arrange for those to be gathered as kind of
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a separate item if you wll. There are

menbers here fromthe flood control

district that would be happy to hear your
issues and speak with you about those itens
you mght like to speak about.

| would like to enphasize that this
is a new study. Soneone asked ne in the
audience, or from the audience, about
whet her we' ve been studying this for a
nunber of years; and, in fact, this is a
new study. As an exanple, one of the
t hings that we have not | ooked at in the
past that we are looking at as part of
this -- this effort is eco-friendly
sol utions, ecosystem restoration.
Qpportunities are being evaluated and wll
be included in the -- in the process.

This evening at the head table with
me are, fromny left, are Comm ssioner Jeff
Brennan, Brazoria Drainage District No. 4
M ke Tal bott fromthe Harris County Fl ood
Control District as the director; and
Conm ssioner Ken Clark to nmy right fromthe
Gal veston County District No. 4, Precinct
No. 4. W al so have, | believe, the Mayor

WOVACK  REPORTING - A LEGALINK COWPANY . (713)-426-0400
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Harol d Whitaker who is in the audience with

us this evening. He's the Mayor of
Fri endswood. \\él cone, Mayor.

| am not aware of any elected federal
representatives or people representing them
here at this tine. If you are and you
woul d i ke to be recogni zed, please find
soneone there in the back and provide them
the information and they can bring that to
me. Nor am| aware of any state
representatives at this tine.

W do have with us a few |ocal
governnment elected officials, and I wll be
giving them an opportunity to speak.
There's a -- sone of them have indicated a
desire to speak. They are Larry R
Marcott, councilnmenmber from Pearland, a
menber of the Cear Creek Ctizen's
Advi sory Conmttee; Natalie Ong, she's a
counci l menber from the Gty of E Largo;
Katie Benoit, a councilnmenber from League
City.

If there are other elected |ocal

officials that wish to be recognized,

again, please pass that information to
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sonmeone in the back and they can bring

that -- bring that forward.

| hope that you have all had an
opportunity to look at the information in
the back of the room from our open house.
If you have not, it wll be available for
you to |l ook at follow ng the neeting for as
long as you'd like. There's also a nunber

of announcenents and handouts that are back

there for your -- for your use and to take
with you.

Qur procedure is that you -- to nake
a comrent here this evening you fill out

one of these yellow cards, and the yell ow
card conmes forward to nme and | basically
take them in the order that | receive them

You wi Il be given the opportunity if
you haven't filled out one of those yellow
cards to still do so. The reason that we
do that is so that we get your information,
we know who you are, and we can link your
coments to the transcript that's nade.
There is a court reporter that wll gather
all the information, collect all the

i nformati on, and we will also post the

WOVACK  REPORTING - A LEGALINK COMPANY - (713)-426-0400
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information on the screen display in the

front.

This is not a voting contest. This
Is an opportunity for us to gather
i nfornation. W are seeking your input to
issues and ideas about flood control along
Cear Ceek. This is part of a process
that we do for conpliance with NEPA So
the scoping process is -- is ained at
trying to make sure that we identify al
the potential environnental concerns that
we need to address in the supplenental
El S.

I'm going to address at this tine
some general -- general rules. W
generally limt the amount of time for
peopl e to nake public conmments to about
threemnutes. | haven't counted the
nunber of cards that | have up here in
front of me this evening, but at this time
there's not that many up here, so I wll --
quite frankly, 1I'11 be liberal wth that
three mnutes.

However, | would like to nmake the

point that your comments get organized.

UNI TED -
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You can nake the issues and the points well

stated in about a three-mnute, three- to
five-mnute period of time, and if it seens
that comments are just getting repetitive
and there's no real value | will probably
ask you to wap your conments up if you
extend nuch beyond that tine.

l wll call your nane and ask you to
cone forward and then ask you to identify
yourself, so -- again, so that we can |ink
your conments in the record with who nade
them

You al so have the ability to turn in
any witten coments this evening, and, in
fact, wll be able to turnin witten
comments through the -- actually, through
the 8th of June, because that's 30 days
after the final scoping neeting that we're
having on Cear Creek.

At this time | would like to -- I'd
also like to recognize M. Chuck WIcox,
Harris County Precinct No. 1, with
Conmm ssioner El Frank -- Frank Eios'
Ofice -- oh, excuse ne -- El Franco Lee.

kay. At this tinme | would |ike

UNI TED -
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to -- 1 would like to i ntroduce M. Don

Allen, who's our project nanager for the
project, to nmake a few short renarks.

MR ALLEN. | guess the colonel's
going to limt me to short remarks, sir.

COLONEL  BUECHLER: You have as nuch
tine as you'd like, Don. | don't think
|'ve ever seen you take more than 20
m nut es.

MR ALLEN. Wien you came in this
evening you were greeted by numerous people
back in the display area and at the
registration tables, and | want to say
something for just a nonment about those
fol ks.

For the nost part, those people are
menbers of the study teamthat is working
on the preparation of the GCeneral

Reeval uation Report, and they're not just

engi neers. Wien you hear the "Corps of
Engineers,” you mght just think of
engi neers. There are engi neers, but there

are a nunber of other types of people
t here: Physi cal scientists, people with

envi ronment al expertise, economsts. The

UNI TED -

WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK OCOWANY - (713)-426-0400




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

CGLEAR CREEK PWBLIC SOCPING MEETI NG

Page 10
study team al so i ncludes the sponsors for

the project seated here at the table with
the colonel. They all have representatives
on the teamand bring their different areas
of expertise to the study team

W' ve al so incorporated in the study
team a nunmber of consultants. Dannenbaum
Engi neering i s doing the hydrol ogy and
hydraulic work. PBS&) are our consultants
on the environment. Crouch Environnental
Services is helping us with our public
rel ati ons work and they are primarily
responsi ble for all that goes on in the
preparations for the scoping neetings and
future public neetings that we wll have.

Kevin Shanley is on the study team
Kevin is a principal with the SWA G oup,
and | know for a lot of you his name is
associated with a lot of the -- the work
and interest in the Houston area and the
bayous and creeks in the area.

W are beginning to coordinate with
the environmental agencies, the federal
agencies, the state agencies, and the

Envi ronnental Agency G oup is going to be a

WIVACK - REPCRITI NG A LEGALINK COWANY - (713)-426-0400




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

CLEAR CREEK PUBLIC SCOPI NG MEETI NG

Page
part of the study teamand will be working

directly with the study team

| think it's a very good team |
think it's a very diverse team It brings
a W de spectrum of expertise, and as we
need additional expertise as things evolve,
we wll not hesitate to add them call them
in as they are needed. So you have a very
good study teamfor this -- for this
effort.

The study team is led by M. Robert

Van Hook, and he is going to nake sone

detailed comments in just a nonent. It's a
team that has expertise. | think it's a
team that has a lot of energy. It's a team

that has a lot of enthusiasm about the
possibilities that we have to do the right
thing for Cear Creek, for the watershed,
for flood danmage reduction, and as the
col onel nentioned, possibly for sone
ecosystem restoration.

W' ve got a good team and we' ve got
good dat a. Robert's going to tell you that
in detail. W have new infornation,

updated information on the statistics and

UNI TED -
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1 the pertinent elenents that will inpact our
2 study for the entire -- for the entire
3 wat er shed.
4 We al so have a very good study
5 pr ocess. In a sense, it's been tested by
6 tine, but in another sense it's very wde
1 open, and | think that's what's inportant
8 to us today. W have been studying d ear
9 Creek or involved in Cear Ceek in
10 constructing part of the work on d ear
11 Creek for a nunber of years, but we are
12 here with this new study, as the colonel
13 mentioned just a noment ago.
14 We're in sort of a neutral position
15 right now, and that neans to ne that we are
16 looking at all options fairly. Everything
17 is on the table to look at to find the
18 right thing to do for the project.
19 But no matter how good our study team
20 is and no matter how good our data is, no
21 matter how good of a process we have, we
22 will not neet with success without your
23 i nput and we do get very good input from
24 you and it's very significant in the
25 process, and I'm very glad that you're here
UNITED - WOVACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COWPANY - (713)-426-0400
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1 t oni ght . I'm very glad that you've taken
2 time out of busy schedules to cone and
3 share your different opinions, concerns,
4 and insights, because without that, the
5 good team and t he good process and the good
6 data, we won't nmeet wth success.
7 So please tell us what's on your
8 mnds. Wite it down in coment cards if
9 you're unconfortable wth that. W thank
10 you for comng and thank you for your tine
11 and your participation in the Cear Ceek
12 St udy.
13 COLONEL BUECHLER  Thank you, Don.
14 (Audi ence appl ause.)
15 At this time I'm going to ask
16 Conmi ssioner Ken Cark to make sone renarks
17 that represent the -- the remarks of our
18 sponsors, and he is speaking representing
19 the County Judge, Judge Yarbrough.
20 COW SSIONER  CLARK:  I'm sorry the
21 Judge can't be here to greet you, but | ook
22 at it this way: I'malittle bit -- a
23 little bit smaller and I've got alittle
24 more hair. So he's sorry he couldn't be
25 here this evening and he had ot her

WNTED - WM REPCRTING - A LEGALINK GCOMPANY - (713)-426-0400
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obligations he needed to attend to. |
woul d just |ike to wel come each of you to
Precinct 4.

W at the county are concerned about
the Oear Ceek flood control project.
That's why we actively requested that the
Corps | ook at the creek and t he watershed
and do this general reevaluation.

There are several things different
this time than when the project was
initially authorized in 1968. The
agreenent was signed by Harris County and
Gal veston County in 1986 to be cosponsors.
At that tinme Brazoria County and Fort Bend
County were not participants in that, and |
think this particular reeval uati on study
has the benefits of all the players com ng
to the table in acooperative manner to
look at this situation and |ook at the
wat ershed as a whole with up-to-date
technology so we can neke wi se decisions.

W appreci ate each of you being here
this evening. Your input is very inportant
to -- to us on conmissioner's court as it

Is inportant to this process as a whole and

UNI TED -
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we thank you for com ng, and pl ease nake
your oral statenents and your witten
statements throughout this process. Thank
you.

COLONEL BUECHLER:  Thank you
Conmi ssi oner.

I'm going to ask M. Robert Van Hook
now to cone up and make his presentation.

MR VAN HOXX: Good eveni ng.

I'm Robert Van Hook, the planning
lead for the Cear Ceek Ceneral
Reeval uation  Study. I'd like to take this
opportunity to welcone you to this Public
Scoping Meeting. This is the second of
three scoping neetings and several public
neetings that will be held during this
study effort.

The CGeneral Reeval uation Study, or
what you may hear referred to as the GRR
Is an evaluation of the main stem of Cear
Creek fromthe Fort Bend County |ine
downstream through Cdear Lake. This
evening 1'd |like to give you an overvi ew of
the General Reevaluation Study.

As many of you are aware, in 1997 the

UNITED =

WOVMACK  REPCRTING - A LEGALINK COWANY - (713)-426-0400




11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

CLEAR CREEK PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

Page 16
| ocal sponsors of the dear Creek Project,

Harris County acting through the Fl ood
Control District and Galveston County,
requested that a six-month suspension of
construction be done and review be
perfornmed on the channelization project
that had been authorized for Cear OCeek.
This request, in response to credible,
responsible, and qualified objections from
concerned citizens, organizations, and
governnental entities, was nade to all ow
the |l ocal sponsors tinme to identify
proposed enhancenents and updates to the
long authorized project.

The local sponsors held a series of
of three public meetings in 1997 to get
public input about flood reduction options
on the creek. The sponsors devel oped an
alternative plan and asked the Corps of
Engineers to determne if the plan was
within the discretionary authority of the
di vision engineer in Dallas to approve
under the existing authorization.

The Gal veston District reviewed the

pl an and determ ned that there was too many

WNTED -
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1 uncertainti es about cost and various
2 effects of the proposed alternative project
3 to reconmend approval by the district -- by
4 the division engineer. Therefore, the
5 recomendati on was nade that the authorized
6 proj ect be reeval uated, considering the
7 concerns and inputs of the public.
8 The conmissioner's courts of Harris
9 and Galveston Counties passed resolutions
10 in April of 1999 requesting that the Corps
11 undertake a reevaluation of the Oear Creek
12 Proj ect. As sonme of you probably saw anong
13 our displays in the foyer outside, there is
14 a planning process that we in the Corps are
15 required to follow  This slide depicts
16 that planning process.
17 W have essentially perforned the
18 first step, which is specify projects and
19 opportunities. W're into the second step
20 of inventory and forecast conditions and
21 will be performng step three follow ng
22 this series of public scoping neetings.
23 As we began the study in June of 1999
24 we had many coordination neetings with the
25 | ocal sponsors. In June of 1999 the

UNITED - WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COWANY - (713)-426-0400
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Brazoria Drainage District No. 4 joined the
Harris County Flood Control District and
Gl veston County as a sponsor for the
reeval uation study and indicated interest
in reactivating their sponsorship for any
project resulting from the GRR

The current Cear Creek Study
therefore includes Brazoria County in the
overall study area. W then began the
process of defining the study paraneters,
activities, developing a schedule and costs
for the study. W established an
inter-disciplinary study team for the
reeval uati on. The study team devel oped
prelimnary goals and objectives that are
depicted in the foyer and on these two
sl i des. Next slide.

It was determned that the study
would be a totally new effort, that we
woul d wi pe the slate clean and begin all
over again. Therefore, the whole study is
w de open with no preconceived plan that's
based on old data or ideas. W wll wuse
all the various flood reduction tools that

we have in our tool box. W will also

UNI TED -
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consi der any new tools or approaches that

cone to our attention as a result of this
meeting and your input.

The tools we currently have on our
list include, but are not limted to,
nonstructural tools such as buyout of
structures, flood proofing, flood alerts,
fl oodplain nmanagement and regulation, use
of natural resources. Structural tools
include channeli zati on, detention
facilities, bypass channels, ridge
eval uations, constructions of |evees and/or
flood walls, and building new outlets
and/or transition structures.

Then we began to | ook for brand new
i nformation using the latest technology. A
new conput er nodel was devel oped and used
for the April 1999 Cear Lake Study and
will be used in the eval uation of
addi tional flood reduction alternatives and
to assess any potential downstream inpacts
on the Cear Lake area.

In February of last year the
wat er shed was fl own and we now have new

ort hophot ography for the whole watershed.

WINTED -
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New t opogr aphi c i nformati on has been

col | ect ed. This will hel p us account for
aerial subsidence. New cross-sections were
taken along COear Oeek, through the Iake,
and the second outlet channel. W also
have the l|atest updated bridge data.

The latest conputer technology is
being used in the study. W have devel oped
a new digital terrain nodel which displays
map topography in digital formfor the
wat er shed. We have performed a new survey
of sonme 3300 structures that reside within
the projected 25-year floodplain up and
down the creek and the hundred-year
floodplain, or plus ten, around the |ake
area. W have obtained first-floor
elevations for all of these structures.

Next slide, please.

W are developing a state-of-the-art
Geographic Information System or GS, for
the watershed to record and store
information about the study area. W will
use this information in the analysis of all
new alternative plans that are devel oped.

We are using the newest up to date

WOVACK  REPORTING - A LEGALINK COWPANY - (713)-426-0400
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popul ation and land use information. The

| at est technol ogy and nethods will be used
to project the popul ation growh and
long-term effects. The next slide.

The study is projected to be
completed in July of 2003. Then, if an
acceptabl e project can be found, it wll be
inmplenented as soon as possible
thereafter. The next slide.

W have hired Dannenbaum Engi neeri ng
Cor poration to devel op new hydrographi c and
hydraulic -- and hydraulic information
Their work on the baseline hydrol ogy and
hydrographic -- hydrographic and hydraulic
will be conpleted in the end of July. The
new basel i ne economics wll then be
devel oped.

New baseline environmental data is
bei ng devel oped through a contract with
PBS&J. They will develop environnental
dat abase layers for our GS.  Followng
this public neeting and your input, we wll
develop the first set of new alternatives
for further evaluation.

As the colonel nentioned, we are

WOMACK  REPORTING - A LEGALINK COWPANY - (713)-426-0400
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| ooking at ecosystem restoration, and |
would like to tell you a little bit about a
wor kshop that was held in January of this
year at the Galveston District. The study
teaminvited sone of the Corps headquarters
folks to come and give us an overview of
ecosystemrestorati on and how we coul d
incorporate eco-friendly flood damage
reduction solutions into the dear Ceek
Proj ect.

They tal ked to us about the new
ecosystem restoration mssion for the
Corps, our new policies, and our new
met hodol ogi es. Also, four of the study
team nenbers from the Corps and the Harris
County Flood Control District went to
California in February to visit the Napa
Ri ver Flood Control Project, which is quite
simlar to Cear Ceek. W visited with
the project manager and the |ocal sponsors
project nmanager and toured the project.

What is inportant about the Napa
Valley Project is that the community, the

resource agencies, and the project sponsors

were all able to reach consensus about a

WOVACK REPCRTING - A LEGALINK COVPANY ~ (713)-426-0400
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wor kabl e, acceptabl e project that included
eco-friendly features. The next slide.

In 2002 we wll perform economc
anal ysis on alternative plans, determ ne
the benefit-to-cost ratio for the
al ternatives, neet with our division and
headquarters to di scuss our formul ati on of
alternatives, and get their buy-in to our
process. W will determ ne recomended
project plan or plans, conplete
coordination with the Fish and Wldlife
Service, evaluate the environnental inpacts
of the proposed plan or plans, conplete a
draft of the CGeneral Reeval uati on Report
and a supplenental environmental inpact
st at ement . The next slide.

In 2003 we wll finalize the GCenera
Reeval uati on Report and suppl enental and
environmental inpact statenent. W will
perform our VWashington | evel project review
and obtain Assistant Secretary of the Arny
for Gvil Wrks approval.

W are very serious about wanting
your input into this study process. W

sent out sone 3100 postcards to those

UNI TED -
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peopl e who are on the mailing list conpiled

by the Harris County Flood Control D strict
announcing this neeting. The current |ist
includes attendees at the three public
nmeetings from 1997, public officials in the
wat er shed or that have an interest in the
project, and citizens who have called or
witten about the project. If you have
filled out an attendance card tonight vyou
wi Il be included on subsequent direct
mai | i ngs.

W al so sent out in February a second
edition of our newsletter The Cear Facts
on Cdear Creek. Some 254,000 of these
newsl etter inserts were distributed to the
| ocal newspapers. Announcenents of this
meeting went out in eight |ocal papers.

The next slide.

A website has been devel oped for the
O ear Creek Study. The website,
www. cl ear creekproj ect.com was | aunched on
the 22nd of February. The webgite was
devel oped to serve as a source for the

public to obtain the latest infornmation

about the Cear Creek Study and to create

VWOMACK REPCRTING - A LEGALINK OOWANY - (713)-426-0400
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an additional opportunity for citizens to

submt questions and coments. This site
wi |l be updated as new i nformati on becones
avai | abl e. | hope you also picked up a pen
in the area back there which has the

address on it.

Everyone is encouraged to visit the
website frequently to keep up on the status
of the Cear Ceek Study. The study team
will consider all comments and ideas
presented in any form  The next slide.

There is a citizens' advisory
commttee that was formed in 1997 by the
Harris County Flood Control District. This
group is made up of private citizens,
elected officials, engineers, business
people, environnental interests, and
et cetera. W wll keep this commttee
advi sed of the study efforts, and pl ease
make them aware of any of your conments.

Please pick up comment cards in the
foyer for yourself and sonme to take to your
friends and neighbors. These cards solicit

input about flooding experience. They ask

for witten coments on alternative ideas,

UNI TED -
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areas of environmental concern. They are
sel f-addressed and postage paid. Fill them
out at vyour leisure, but in order for them
to be a part of this public neeting record
they nust be returned to us by June 8th.

The next slide.

As | nentioned earlier, we're
interested in eco-friendly flood damage
reduction solutions. Ecosystem restoration
is a new Corps mssion. Although ecosystem
restoration is not an authorized purpose
for the Cear Creek Project, we are [|ooking
at flood damage reduction tools or neasures
which are eco-friendly.

W would like information on special
habi tats such as places that you go to bird
watch, look at wldflowers or other
interesting plants, and enjoy the natural
beauty of the creek. Mips are available at
the back on which to nark special |ocations
that you are famliar wth. In addition,
if you have specific natural resources or
Issues you are concerned about, we would
appreciate your comments. The next slide.

As | said, this is an entirely new

WOVMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COWPANY - (713)-426-0400
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study and we want and need citizen input.

W are soliciting input for the devel opnent
of alternative plans for flood danage
reduction for Cear Ceek. This is a new
study to evaluate all options available for
flood damage reduction. Alternatives under
study involve a wide range of ideas. \\en
the study is conplete the team wll decide
if a plan exists that provides substantial
benefits to warrant continued

participation.

If no acceptable, beneficial plan can
be devel oped the study team may recomend
that the Corps take no action. A no-action
alternative is required to be exam ned by
the Corps. The next slide.

We have received a nunber of comments
from citizens regarding a new initiative
commonly call ed Chall enge 21 authorized
under Section 212 of the Water Resources
Devel opment  Act of 1999. That section
states that the Secretary of the Arny may
undertake a programfor the purpose of
conducting projects to reduce flood hazards

and restore the natural function and val ues
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1 of rivers throughout the United States.

2 The current study does not fall under
3 the Challenge 21 program and 1'd like to

4 expl ain why by conparing the current study
5 with Challenge 21 for you. Both Chall enge
6 21 and the dear Ceek Study enphasize

7 nonstructural flood damage reduction

8 options. Bot h Chal | enge 21 and the O ear

9 Creek Study consider structural flood

10 damage reduction options. Both Challenge
11 21 and the dear Ceek Study include

12 envi ronment al restoration neasures. Bot h
13 enphasi ze projects that mnimze adverse

14 environmental flooding and social inpacts.
15 Both give priority to projects that have

16 community support. Both enphasize projects
17 t hat conpl enent other projects and

18 progr ans. Both must be justified

19 considering all costs and correspondi ng

20 benefits of the project.

21 The Challenge 21 has a single project
22 federal funding cap of three -- no -- $30
23 mllion. The dear Creek Project does not
24 have a federal funding limt. Challenge 21
25 does not currently have a federal funding

UNITED - WOVACK REPORTING -« A LEGALINK COWANY - (713)-426-0400
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appropriation. The O ear Creek Study does

have a federal funding appropriation.
Therefore, at this tine, it is better to
pursue the very sane type of project that
we woul d consi der under Chal |l enge 21 under
the current Cear Creek Study
aut hori zati on. It's funded and there's no
upper limt or cap on the funding for the
project like there is under Challenge 21.
The Harris County Flood Control
District in an CQctober 2nd, 2000, letter to
the Gal veston District proposed Cear O eek
as a potential Challenge 21 project. In
their letter they stated the Harris County
Flood Control District does not want to
jeopardize the conpletion of the GCeneral
Reeval uation Report or the chance of
federal participation in the project under
existing authorization. There is a handout
in the foyer back there on Challenge 21.
That concl udes ny overvi ew of the
reeval uation study. |l will turn the
neeti ng back over to Col onel Buechler for
the public coments. Thank you very nuch.

COLONEL  BUECHLER  Thank you,

WOMACK  REPCRTING - A LEGALINK COWPANY - (713)-426-0400
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Robert .

At this tinme we will begin with
public officials making their coment, and
the first I would like to invite up is
Counci | menber Larry Marcott. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER MARCOTT: 1I'm Larry
Marcott, Councilmenber, Gty of Pearland,
and al so a nenber of the Citizens Advisory
Conmittee for Cear OCeek.

| have a resolution that | would like
to read from the Gty Council, the Gty of
Pear | and. The resolution is
No. R2001-36: "A resolution of the Gty
Council of the Cty of Pearland, Texas,
supporting the Galveston District of the
US. Arny Corps of Engineers in conducting
its Ceneral Reevaluation Project along
Cear Oeek.

"Wiereas, the Cty of pPearland is a
horme rule nmunicipality |located in northern
Brazoria County, Texas; and, whereas, (ear
Creek is a nmajor drainage artery that
carries floodwater through Brazoria County
to Gal veston Bay; and, whereas, the Cty

has been severely affected by structural

WNTED -
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and nonstructural flooding along d ear

Creek for over 20 years; and, whereas, the
popul ati on expl osi on that has occurred in
recent years in northern Brazoria County
has greatly inpacted the effectiveness of
wat erways and drainage facilities in this
area; and, whereas, the CGty, on behalf of
the Brazoria Drainage District No. 4 and
Brazoria County, has joined the counties of
Harris and Brazoria"” -- I'm sorry --

"Harris and Galveston as sponsors of the
proj ect because it recognizes the critical
need for inprovenents along Cear Greek to
reduce and alleviate existing and future
flooding problems in these jurisdictions;
now, therefore, be it resolved by the Gty
Council of the City of Pearland, Texas,
that the Gty hereby supports the Corps in
conducting its project along Oear Creek
and encouraging it to proceed expeditiously
wi th conpletion of the project plan and
report in an effort to protect the health,
safety, and welfare of the citizenry in the
t he counties of Brazoria, @Galveston, and

Harris." This resolution was passed,

UNI TED -
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approved, and adopted this 12th day of

March 2001 and si gned by Honorabl e Mayor
Tom Rei d.

This is an inportant project to the
Gty of Pearland. W are at the head
waters of Clear Ceek. W are a grow ng
community, and the -- the area wll not
sustain us, Pearland being the repository
for your retention and detention
downst ream

W cannot afford that. W don't have
the land to do that. Land to do
retention/detention in Pearland IS
currently running about 15 to $17,000 an
acre foot. And for you that don't
understand an acre foot -- excuse me --
it's roughly 43,000 square feet one feet --
one foot deep. That's an acre foot, and 15
to $17,000 is a lot of noney. W need this
project to go forward. W don't have the
money to do it. W need support fromthe
fol ks downstream for the retention that we
have to do. This affects both Friendswood
and -- and Pearland. W are working

together to do sone retention, but we just

WMACK REPCRTING - A LEGALINK COMPANY - (713)-426-0400
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can't do it all and we need your support on

this project.

This -- this particular project, a
deci sion of no-action will not keep your
property downstream or our property
upstream safe from flooding. W nust have
this project. Thank you.

COLONEL  BUECHLER: Thank vyou,

Counci | man.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

I'd like to invite up Council nenber
Natalie Ong.

COUNCI LMEMBER ONG  1'm Natalie Ong,
counci |l mrenber fromthe Cty of El Lago, and
| comrend the Corps for reevaluating this
proj ect. W need a solution for our
upstream nei ghbors, but that solution
should not subject downstream comunities
to additional flooding. W want to nake
sure that your studies take into
consideration all the new devel opnent and
run-off into Cear Lake from Armand Bayou,
Taylor Bayou, and from the south shore of

the | ake.

| know this is the Cear Creek

WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COWANY - (713)-426-0400
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wat ershed study, but Cear Creek eventually

enpties into dear Lake. So we need to be
heard, and | hope that you woul d incl ude
sonme downstream conmmunities in your

st akehol der  neeti ngs.

What you do to Cear Creek wll
surely affect our downstream comunities.
If you rely only on wdening and deepening,
water will be sent faster and nore water
will be sent faster into Cear Lake, and it
will only nmove the flooding from upstream
to our downstream comunities. W can't
have that, and | hope that you wll cone to
sone sort of alternative that will satisfy
both wupstream and downstream conmunities.
Thank you.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

COLONEL  BUECHLER  Thank you,

Counci | worman.

| would like to invite up
Counci | menber Katie Benoit.

COUNCI LMEMBER BENOT: H. M nane
Is Katie Benoit.

COLONEL  BUECHLER:  Thank you for

correcting nme.

UNITED -
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COUNCI LMEMBER  BENA T: I'ma

counci | menmber from League Gty.

The only thing I would want to say is
there is obviously a philosophical
di f f erence. | have never |ooked at the
creek as strictly a drainage facility for
the city. For League Gty it is the heart
of the city. Yes, it's drainage, but it's
also a vital part of our community, and |
do think that the project does need to be
regionally driven. It needs to have all
the comunities involved, and it doesn't
need to be at the expense of one conmunity
for the benefit of another.

| do commend the Corps for doing the
gener al reeval uati on. | do appreciate all
the input. | would like to hear some nore
about the citizens' advisory board. |
haven't heard anything on council or
through anyone in the commnity about who
is on this committee, but League Gty is
very interested, whether it be a
counci | menber or a citizen. If we could
get sone nore information. But thank you

for comng to League City.

UNITED -
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(Audi ence appl ause.)

COLONEL  BUECHLER Thank you,
Counci | woman.

| would like to ask if there are any
other elected officials or public officials
that would like to nmake a comment that have
not so indicated at this point.

It appears there are none. At this
time I'm going to start taking the public
comrent, general public comment, and |
wll -- I'm going to call two people up,
put sonebody in the batter's box or the
on-deck circle or whatever. If you could
just cone up and sit off to the side and
then 1'11 invite another person up as we
go.

First 1'd like to -- the first
speaker | would like to invite up is
Wlliam Seay. I'm not sure if that's
pronounced right, and | also wuld like to
invite up Julia Cook.

MR, SEAY. H . M/ name is WI
Seay. | live in the CGear Ceek Village
subdivision, and that's just on the west

side of 1-45. And | notice, like, along

UNITED =~
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Bay Area Boul evard they have created these

nice bridges that are nice and w de so the
wat er can cone downstream which is a good
thing, because | knowit's going to have to
be a conprom se between retention ponds
upstream and t he anmount that you are going
to want to have push water downstream

But there's a problem when it cones
to 1-45 and Cear Lake and 1-45 and the
creek. There is a very narrow spot in the
creek, and what happens on the east side of
the bridge there at 1-45 is that's where
the delta of the creek starts to form
That's where it starts to wden out.

So what | would propose is that y'all
seriously consider correcting the bridge at
|-45 and neking it nore of a causeway,
because if you | ook to the north side of
where the bridge starts and it goes north
It's kind of a -- a delta and it's open
t here. So you could very easily nake the
bridge wider to allow water to fl ow down
because Cear Creek Village is right there
on the intersection, and any sort of water

that -- if you push down any nore water

WNTED -
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it's just going to back up into ny

nei ghbor hood. And | know in 1979 | did not
live there at the tinme, but it was ny
understanding that the water there, that
the -- that the water is like a dam so |
encourage you to look at the bridge at [1-45
and Cear Creek and make the water go
better through there.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

COLONEL BUECHLER:  Thank you, WII.

MS. COOK: Hel | o. I'm Julia Cook and
also live in Oear Ceek Village in League
City. | just wanted to put ny comments in
to say that | really want to encourage you
to look at the eco-friendly solutions
because | really have enjoyed living on the
creek for its ecol ogy. | love seeing all
the wildlife and we do live with the threat
of floods, but | think that people need to
realize that when they live close to an
environment |ike that how they need to work
with nature and handle it in a way that
it's positive and not going to damage the
environments for other things that Ilive

there too, besides hunman beings.
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| have read sonme history books of

peopl e that used to chronicle their travels
t hrough Texas in the 1830s and 1840s, and |
found it very interesting to find out that
t hey noted even back then before there was
any devel opnent whatsoever how the plains
along this coast here handled the rain
water in the sanme way it handles it today.
The nature of the soil is that it just
retains water and just -- they would ride
their horses through a quagmre of water
after a rain, and it's -- it's the sane
probl em they' ve had since the begi nning of
time and it's just a problemthat we need
to deal with in a way that we don't damage
the creek and appreciate it for its beauty
and the potential that it has in the future
for future generations also. Thanks.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

COLONEL  BUECHLER: Thank you, Julia.

I'dlike toinvite up -- I'm not
sure -- | think this is Abel Legendre and
Mona Shoup. Did | get that first nane
right?

MR LEGENDRE: Very good. M name is

WNTED -
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Jay Legendre. | live in Swan Lagoon

subdi vi sion, Nassau Bay. I'mar retired

pr of essi onal engineer and | had sone
experience wth sone sinulation. So | was
curious about one itemhaving to do with
the second outlet.

The brochure says that this was put
in so that |ake levels are not increased
due to proposed upstream C ear C eek
channel  enl argenent. | question this
second outl et because just downstream from
that is the low bridge on Todville Road,
and before that is the feeder road under
146.  And any kind of debris stopping those
pl aces up the water woul d just continue to
rise until, as | was told earlier this
evening, it would overflow those. But |
think perhaps in sone of these sinulations
they mght want to consider a conplete
stoppage of flow under those roads along
t here. Thank you.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

COLONEL BUECHLER: Thank you, Jay.

MS. SHOUP: Hi. I'm Mona Shoup wth

Friends of Cear Ceek, and | would like to

WN TED WIVACK REPCRTING - A LEGALINK COOWANY - (713) -426-0400
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thank the Corps for its data gathering

efforts of the Cear Creek Restudy.

The purpose of tonight's scoping
neeting is to take public conment for
sol uti ons. However, before the public can
truly identify and recommend alternatives,
we need to know where the true danages are
|l ocated and the extent of those danages.
According to the Corps' work schedul e, nost
of this data wll be conmplete by this
sumer . It's at this tinme when aseries of
public nmeetings should be schedul ed in
order for the Corps to share this data with
the public. It's only then that we can
make recomendations and offer solutions.

Ri ght now the public is in the sane
position it was tw and a half years ago.
W don't know what the real situation is on
Cear Oeek. Wthout the picture --
without a picture of the real situation, we
can only give concepts of what we want. W
request that the Corps put this
state-of-the-art technology to good use.

Wth this technol ogy the public can

now see what solutions will work and which

UNITED -~
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1 won't so we don't have to waste any nore
2 tinme or noney. For instance, some
3 Fri endswood residents assune that the
4 current channelization project will protect
5 their homes from flooding. However, the
6 Corps' data show that these hones, even
7 with the old channelization in place, they
8 woul d continue to flood. Instead of six to
9 ten feet of water, they would have one to
10 six feet of water in their homes.
11 | submt that there should be
12 extensive public involvenent during the
13 formulation of the alternatives if we are
14 to cone to consensus. The public is the
15 Corps' custonmer, and as your custonmer we
16 want to know what we're buying. Thank
17 you.
18 (Audi ence appl ause.)
19 COLONEL BUECHLER: Thank you, Mona.
20 | would like to call up Geg E chhorn
21 and James Edwards.
22 MR EICHHORN:  Col onel Buechl er and
23 menbers of the study team and the people
24 that are here tonight with interest. M
25 name is Geg E chhorn. | live in dear
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Creek Village, probably |less than a quarter

of amle fromthe I-45 dam-- | nean --
bri dge.

| have spoken before in the r97

meet i ngs. | let my wants be known and |
spoke up in Friendswod and | -- I'm a
little upset that as | walked into the

bui | di ng the Mayor of League Cty was
wal ki ng out.

Now, | know that he wanted to nake
sure all the chairs were set up and
everything was all set to go, and | don't
want to bad-nouth Katie at all because
Katie's always here, but we don't have one
other board menber here. The Myor can't
be here.

Qur city, as | have told you before
does nothing to stop water fromgoing to
the creek. Their thing is, "Let's get the
water in the creek real quick before the
fl ood water cones down and we'll get ours
out of the way." What an asinine coment
that is.

| nmean, just think about it: In

front of ny house where the creek's going

WNTED -
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1 by, sonetines it's going to the left and
2 sonetines it's going to the right because
3 of the tides, and you can open that
4 fl oodgate down there and open it when the
5 tide's going out, and, sure, it's going to
6 let the |ake down sone nore. [f you open
7 t hose fl ood gates when the tide's com ng
8 in, guess what the water's going to do.
9 It's not going to go out. So | think to ne
10 that was kind of a waste of noney to begin
11 W th.
12 Now, I'm no engineer. | just teach
13 school . | teach seventh grade math and --
14 so | don't know a lot about all the
15 wor ki ngs of what's going on there, but | do
16 know that, as Katie said, the comunities
17 need to get together on some of this
18 because sone communities try and do
19 somet hi ng. QG her communities sit there and
20 not |et anything happen.
21 W have six mles of this that go
22 t hrough League Cty, and every new
23 subdivision that goes in here has not one
24 retention pond because that would cost the
25 buil ders noney. And League City woul dn't

UNITED - WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK OCOWANY - (713)-426-0400
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want the builders not to get every penny

t hey can because they want themto build as
many houses here as they possibly can
because then we pull in nore tax dollars.
So that saves ne tax dollars, so they say,
but they turn around and raise ny water
bill about $20 a nonth. So | save $10 on
ny taxes, and, guess what, ny water bill
went up a hundred dollars for the summrer;
but that's another point. But | do have a
couple of other things here that | -- |

want to coment on.

| think that every comunity -- and
this -- this Flood Control District has so
many conmunities. | know it's very

difficult to get themall together on
anyt hi ng. Some are trying hard and sone
could care less -- just, "I want nore
dollars in ny pocket."

League City, for instance right now,
Is trying to build a waterfront sonething
or other just down the road fromny house
on the creek, and 1've heard runors that --
the time is up. But are you going to give

me a little nmore time to finish? Are you

UNI TED -
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planning a novable flood, | want to ask.

For one thing, if you decide to do
sonething terrible to the creek upstream
and we're going to run the water down to ny
dam then maybe we're going to do sonething
about our bridge. But the mnute we do
sonet hi ng about our bridge, what's going to
happen down -- further down from me?

| don't think that the Federal
Government wants to nove a flood from one
place to another. If we can find something
that will satisfy everybody and help the
flood situation everywhere along the Iine,
that's okay, but for Pearland here to cone
in and say, "wWell, you people downstream
have to do this so we can run our water
down to you," well, I'm not so sure that
that's the way that we should go.

The other thing that | wonder about:
The study team Is there anybody on the
study teamfromthe Sierra Cub, for
instance; from the Friends of COear O eek,
or any of the bay ecology groups at all? I
didn't hear anybody nentioned. There nmay

be some On the citizens' advisory
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comm tt ee. | don't know that for sure.

You al so say you tried to find
eco-friendly solutions, but we nmay not be
able to find those. That really bothers nme
alot if in the end you say, "well, we j ust
couldn't find anything and we're going to
go ahead and do it this way."

Again, | agree with M. Shoup that
bef ore anything el se is done you cone up
with what damage has been done. | know ny
house in '79 had five and a half feet of
water in it. That was a big danage. |
didn't happen to live there then, but |
realize that the possibility is there at
any point. But what's the damage in the
| ast ten years to whon? And if we have a
group of houses flooding like crazy in
Fri endswood, why on earth is there a
subdi vi sion going in across the road from
that? That nakes no sense to ne. So
somepl ace we've got to get control of that
more than we have to mess with our creek.

Thank you. And I'm sorry to take so
much tine.

(Audi ence appl ause.)
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COLONEL  BUECHLER Thank you, Geg.

MR EDWARDS: I'm Janmes Edwards from
Nassau Bay. Mona has stol en sone of what |
was going to say.

| was at the Friendswood neeting and
It sounded al nost |ike what happened in
'97.  In other words, just a rehash of
what we have heard before, what people want
and don't want, but what | would like to
see is the Corps furnish its data, which
has been requested already. Once this data
becones available to yrall, | guess by
July, then furnish us with it. Mybe we
can nmake nore neani ngful reconmendati ons or
just really see what's going on.

I've | ooked at your scope or what you
have planned, but | don't really think I
could make any recommendation other than,
since I live on Cear Lake and the
statement was nmade in ‘97 at that time when
it was channelization you were going to

dunmp all of the nud fromthe dredging

behi nd ny house in Cear Lake -- in other
words, fill up the COear Lake area behind
my house -- 1 still wouldn't want that.
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That woul d be the only recomendation |
could say right now, is 1'm glad that
you're all 1 ooking at something new instead

of that old channelization. Thank vyou.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

COLONEL BUECHLER  Thank you, Janes.
| would like to invite up Louis Ehlers and
Ron Brennan.

MR EHLERS: I'm Louis Ehlers. |
live in the -- not Cear Creek. \herever
they Ilive. | live in Oear Ceek Shores.
I'm back up a little bit towards
Fri endswood. | have a -- a suggestion.

Havi ng grown up in the Houston area
|"ve noticed over the years that it may
pour down rain in the Cear Ceek watershed
and they may be sunbat hi ng out over by
Brays Bayou or one of the other areas.
Houston, it seems to have downpours, but it
is kind of local, and I've wondered why.
W -- we |ook at the watersheds as if on
each side of the creeks or the bayous or
what ever, and wherever you get to the peak
of a watershed it's |ike it's a nountai n.

And in Houston -- | nean, downtown
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WOVACK  REPORTING - A LEGALINK COWPANY =~ (713)-426-0400




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

CLEAR CREEK PWBLIC SOCPING MEETI NG

Page 50
Houston's 48 feet above sea |evel. ['ve

got subsi dence maps here, and just down the
road here | think the highest it gets is
around 30 or 35 feet. Well, if one creek
or one bayou is flooding and the others are
sitting, not dry, but, | nmean, they're not
flooding, why is it we can't build sone
diversionary channels to the other --

anmong -- you know, just down the Houston
area, down in Harris County, down in

Gal veston County? Wiy not try and take
sone of the water if it's flooding here and
nove it to another one, or why not, if it's
not that deep and it's not that far down
that you have to dig and you're digging in
clay in between, say, Sim's Bayou and C ear
Creek or in between dear Creek and

D ckinson Bayou, why can't we build sone

di versi onary channels that just take the
wat er straight on out, and, therefore, if
one's flooding and one's not, you could

ei ther have sone dans or just let the water
pick out its -- its flow level and do
something along those Iines?

You have HL&P. |f you just |ook
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1 around, HL&pP has all these high
2 transm ssion power |lines and they | ease out
3 the land to people wth horses and to
4 people who want to grow plants. Wy not
5 use these areas to put sonme channels in?
6 I'm sure they would | ove to have a tax
1 break of sone sort to allow the city or the
8 county or the state or whatever to use as
9 diversionary channels. And that's --
10 that's nmy topic number one.
11 Topi ¢ nunber two was back when you
12 wer e proposi ng the bypass channels and even
13 with the channelization of the creek, I'm
14 al ways anazed that when you -- you're going
15 to go do a channelization or a bypass that
16 you treat it nore like a ditch, and if you
17 were to treat it like the B-1 or the B-2
18 bypass channels instead of as a ditch,
19 treat it as an asset such that instead of
20 havi ng these, | guess, 150-foot setbacks on
21 each side -- okay -- these 150-foot
22 setbacks or whatever, let it be water front
23 property. Get the tax value out of the
24 property. Create sonething that
25 comunities would want to have. They may
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even help you go ahead and get it built,

but don't sit there and kind of do a
scorched earth policy on each side of it.

Nunber three -- and I'm going to

hurry real quick -- is around '94 or so |
built my house. | built it in the

fl oodway, and | know everybody kind of

| ooks at nme crazy but | took ny house and
built it at 21 feet -- can | finish rea
quick -- 21 feet above sea |evel.

At the sane tinme ny house was built
over in the park subdivision in Friendswood
and they built it at slab level, and I'm
not exactly sure what the elevation was,
but when we had that flood in '80 -- in '94
their house had a foot of water in it, and
| had another seven feet to go.

| do not wunderstand why conmmunities
al | ow people to go ahead and buil d houses
that | ow when we already know it's going to
flood. That's a new house. It flooded.

It wasn't even yet -- the people noved in
maybe six nonths earlier.

So just if -- I'm not against

building in the floodway or the floodplain,

VMACK REPCRTING - A LEGALINK OOWPANY - (713)-426-0400




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

CLEAR CREEK PUBLIC SCOPI NG MEETI NG

Page 53
but shouldn't we treat it |ike you do down

at Gl veston and people have to build up to
a certain elevation? Thank you.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

COLONEL  BUECHLER:  Thank vyou, Louis.

MR BRENNAN: My nane is Ron
Br ennan. | live in Friendswood. |'ve
lived there for 35 years, and in ny mnd
the only real flood control is when the
cities along Cear Creek begin to take
their responsibility to stop building in
the floodplain entirely. | mean, it's
crazy what goes on in these cities al ong
the creek. They've got to stop building in
the floodplain. That's the nunber one
t hi ng.

As far as the Corps is concerned, |
like what they're doing with Tx-DOT.  They
are keeping an eye on them but not cl ose
enough. Tx-DOT buil ds that hi ghway out
there in Fort Bend before they realized
they were in the wetlands. So that stopped
everything, and sonme of the things they've
done down here too are terrible. So the

Cor ps shoul d concentrate on -- their

UNI TED -

WOVACK REPCRTING - A LEGALINK OCOWPANY . (713)-426-0400




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

CLEAR CREEK PUWBLIC SOCPING MEETING

Page 54
efforts entirely on what Tx-DOT is doing

and especially when it concerns the
wet | ands.

And |'ve spoken many tines at these
neetings before and |'ve always |let you
know that I'm agai nst the Corps' project,
and | want to nake sure that you understand
that | am against the Corps' project
entirely. | don't want themto touch the
creek. Thank you.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

COLONEL BUECHLER: Thank you, Ron.

| would like to call up WIIliam
Taylor and Alice Bissel.

MR TAYLOR  Cood evening,
gent | enen. My name's Bill Taylor. I'm a
Friendswood resident. | live in polly

Ranch subdivision on dear Creek. AnNd,

Colonel, | would like to ask you a
question, sir, if | my. Your study is
supposed to be conpleted, | Dbelieve,

sometine in 2003. Do you contenplate a PCS
before such time, sir?
COLONEL BUECHLER: MW/ change of

command is the 2nd of August of this year.

WINTED -
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MR TAYLOR  (Okay. The other thing

is -- 1 would like to say is this: That ny
wife and | used to be drai nage
conm ssi oners on the then Friendswood
Drainage District sone 20 years ago, and,
you know, speaking for that, the Gty --
the Friendswood Drainage D strict went
ahead wi thout any inpetus from anyone and
we started the process and we cl eared out
our own creeks. In my opinion, if we could
just get the snags removed from Oear Ceek
and things along that line while this is
going on we could be in a nmuch better
situation for water renoval downstream

The other thing is that -- and |
think I speak for many of ny neighbors in
this, one of whom here is with me -- we
oppose the channelization so that C ear
Creek would turn into anything like Sim's
Bayou or Brays Bayou or sonething |ike
that. Sure, we want to nove the water, but
it's a situation that everyone has to
participate in together.

There's a natural beauty there that

should be protected and saved. Thank you
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very nuch
COLONEL BUECHLER: Thank vyou, Bill.
Alice?
MS. Bl SSEL: | thank you for this

opportunity to speak on this subject. My
name is Alice Bissel and | live in the
Seabrook area, actually part of Pasadena
You know, | agree with several of the
people that have already spoken. The first
thing, | think, that needs to be |ooked at
is giving pernmts to builders that are
building in floodplains. | mean, it
shouldn't be the governnment's
responsibility to pay, you know, for the
results of this, from what | understand,
the federal flood insurance. You know, why
should the Federal Governnent continue to
pay the clains over and over and over
again, or even to build, you know, flood
di versionary tactics because they' ve been
built in the wong area? | nean, it's just
amazing to ne.
| have friends. One is sitting right
here. She lives along one of the bayous.

Well, when she built her house she nade

WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COWANY . (713)-426-0400




GLEAR CREEK PWBLIC SOCPING MEETI NG

Page 57
sure that she raised it up off the ground,
you know, out of the flood area. That
makes sense.

To build in an area that you know is
going to flood seens to be irresponsible,
and | just don't understand why peopl e keep
buying in that direction and to send nore
water down -- downstream | nmean, someone

9 always lives downstream So if you solve
10 the problemin one area you're creating a
11 problem in another area.

12 And | don't know how nmuch subsi dence
13 we have in this area, but I'm real close to
14 Kemah and |'ve heard that the Kenmah area

15 has subsidence problens, you know, which --
16 is that going to change the ability for the
17 water to actually flow out of Cdear Lake?
18 | mean, | don't really know that. | think
19 there's a |l ot of questions that need to be
20 answered, but | think you need to start

21 with putting nore control on where these

22 hones are being built, and I thank you for
23 your tine.

24 (Audi ence appl ause.)

25 COLONEL  BUECHLER Thank you, Alice.
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| have used all of the cards that |
have been given. Unless there is soneone
el se that would |like to speak, we are at
the end of our public conment. Is there
anyone in the audi ence that has not spoken
that would like an opportunity to speak?

Yes. Co ahead. Sir, if you would
when you're done, fill out a card so that
we have vyour information.

MR NEWMSTER | have it filled
out.

My nanme is Chuck Newm ster and | al so
live in Polly Ranch in Friendswood and
something comes to mnd, that this -- it's
happening all over Texas and it's happening
all over the country. W' re having |arge
debates on it everywhere and it has to do
with the curbing of devel opnent, and peopl e
are continuing to build.

Even | ook at Davenport, |owa, how
they're struggling because it's -- everyone
wants to live in the natural beauty, but
when they get there, when we allow the
commerci al devel opnent with the al m ghty

dollar -- whether it's a devel opnent, a
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bui | der or devel oper type of situation, or

whet her the tax base needs to be boosted so
we can have fancier schools or whatever --
we end up paying nore in the long run after
the fact fixing everything that we did
wong. And if we -- it would be cheaper if
we would just control it in the beginning
up front, and a lot of this has already
been acknow edged.

l"ve lived in different parts of the
country. It's the same debate over and
over again. It's all about how much does
the |l and cost; how nmuch can the devel oper
get for it; the city can't afford to stop
it.  You know, it's ongoing and it wll
probably never solve the situation because
we live in a nore open society, but | still
think that if we don't put sone foresight
into controlling developrment up front,
which to ne nakes a | ot of sense, we're
al ways going to be chasing and throw ng
noney after fixing the problemafter the
fact.

And, you know, | come in contact wth

peopl e through ny busi ness every day that
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are yearning to live closer to nature. So

they're building second hones in the
country. They're building ranches,
vacati on hones everywhere, because although
we live and work here it's innate in us
that we don't really like it. W want to
be closer to nature, and the nore we do
this the worse it's going to get in the
long run, and that's all | have to say.
Thank you.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

COLONEL BUECHLER  Thank you.

Is there anyone else that would Iike
to make a comment? It appears not.

| would like to remnd you that the
official record is open and will remain
open until the 8th of June, which is 30
days after our third public neeting on the
9th of My in Pearland.

| would like to take this opportunity
to thank our |ocal sponsors for joining ne
this evening, and | would like to thank
each of you, the menmbers of the public, for
coming and participating. This neeting is

adj our ned.
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(Meeting concluded at 8:10 p. m)

UNITED -

WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK OCOWANY - (713)-426-0400




~N o o1 B~ ow P

© oo

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21

22

23

24
25

CLEAR CREEK PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

Page 62
STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF HARRI'S

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, JAMES PLAIR, a Certified Shorthand Reporter in
and for the State of Texas, do hereby certify that this
transcript is a true record of the public neeting as
outlined and captioned above.

| further certify that | amneither attorney nor
counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any of the
panel nenbers or individuals whosoever present at this
public nmeeting from which this record was nade.

Further, | amnot a relative or enployee of any
attorney of record in this cause, nor do | have a
financial interest in the action.

Certified to on this, the day of

, 2001.

JAMES PLAIR, CSR, RPR
Certification No. 4409

Expiration Date: 12-31-01

Notary Expiration Date: 10-09-01
Uni t ed- Womack Reporti ng

1235 North Loop West, Suite 510
Houston, Texas 77008-4704

(713) 426- 0400

UNITED - WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COWANY =« (713)-426-0400




