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PROCEEDI NGS:

MR SAUNDERS: (Ckay. Let's go ahead
and get started. Good evening, |adies and
gent| emen. On behalf of Colonel Buechler,
I'd like to welconme you to the third of a
series of public neetings on the dear Creek
Reeval uation Study. 1I'm Lloyd Saunders. I'm
chief of the Pl anning, Environnment, and
Regul atory Division of the Galveston D strict
of the US. Amny Corps of Engineers.

The Corps has been asked to help with
Flood Control on Cear Creek. \What we're
seeking is a solution that will be a
community effort anong all stakehol ders, the
| ocal sponsors, and the Corps of Engineers.
We're currently conducting a General
Reeval uation Study that will consider the
econom c, engineering, and environnental
feasibility of flood damage reduction on
A ear Oeek. Environmental restoration wll
also be an integral part of the study.

This neeting is about dear Creek, not
its tributaries, not nmaintenance issues, not

conplaints that would be nore properly
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addressed to the various Fl ood Control

Districts.

| would like to introduce you to our
| ocal sponsors seated with ne at the table
this evening. On ny right over here is
Comm ssi oner Jeff Brennan, Brazoria Drai nage
District No. 4; Steve Fitzgerald, Harris
County Flood Control District; and M ke
Fitzgerald, county engineer of Galveston
County.

| hope you had an opportunity this
eveni ng to take advantage of the open house
that was set up out in the foyer. |
encourage you to read all the information
that's available in that area. Additional
copies are available out there. |f you'd
like to take additional copies with you to
share with famly and friends, we encourage
you to do that. 1I'm sure there were a |ot of
peopl e that wanted to be here and couldn't be
here tonight.

We al so encourage you to visit the
Cear Creek Wb site. For those of you who
have access to conputers, that address is

www.clearcreekproject.com.
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Everyone attendi ng should have filled

out a green attendance card. If you want to
speak, it's absolutely essential that you
have filled out this card because, unless the
| adies bring nme a green card indicating you
want to speak, | have no indication that you
wish to do so.

In addition to speaking this evening,
we' ve al so provided sone white cards, white
coomment cards. These can either be filled
out and left with the ladies in the foyer or
they can be mailed to us. They're frank,
sel f-addressed to cone back to us. W
encourage you to take as many of these as you
would like, share themw th your friends and
nei ghbors. Let us know how you feel about
the project.

The purpose of the neeting is to
provide an opportunity to present issues,
views, opinions, recomendations, and
envi ronnent al concerns.  Your comments wl|
hel p us neet the requirenents of the Nationa
Environnental Policy Act and prepare a
supplenent to the Environnental I npact

Statenent for the restudy.

UNI TED -

WOVACK  REPORTING - A LEGALINK COWPANY - (713)-426-0400




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

GLEAR CREEK FLOD PUWBLIC SCCOPING MEETI NG

Page 6
This is not a voting contest. The

peopl e who speak the |ongest or the | oudest
or the nost often are not the folks that are
going to win. Everyone's going to win, we
hope; and every -- everyone's coment is

| mport ant. What we're interested in is the
diversity of opinion that's out there, both
pro, con. W're interested in your ideas.

So, let us hear them but please don't let us
hear the same ideas over and over again.

W have also with us this evening a
court reporter. The neeting will be recorded
verbatim You'll see the information
di splayed on the screen as, as people speak.
W're al so using video to record sone of the
meet i ng.

The neeting format wll be a brief
comrent by Comm ssioner Brennan. Then Robert
Van Hook will give us a study overview, and
then we'll open the floor for public
conment s.

There's an order in which we hear
public conments. W generally hear from
elected officials first. W hear from

federal, state, and local elected officials,

WINTED -
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in that order. Then we hear statenents from

resource agencies and then the public.

Wth that, | would Iike Conmm ssioner
Brennan to give us a few comments on behal f
of all the sponsors of the project.

COW SSI ONER  BRENNAN:  Thank you,

LI oyd. On behal f of Brazoria Drai nage
District No. 4, the Gty of Pearland, and
Pearland | ndependent School District, | would
like to welcome you to this Corps of

Engi neers Public Scoping Meeting.

In 1999 Brazoria Drainage District
No. 4, in conjunction with the Gty of
Pearland and Brazoria County, requested from
the cosponsors, Harris County and Gal veston
County, along with the Corps of Engineers, to
extend the project |limts to the Brazoria
County/ Fort Bend County line and al so include
the district as a cosponsor to this d ear
Creek project. They grace -- gratefully
accept ed.

The drai nage district, the drai nage

district realized that with the growth that

the -- northern Brazoria County has
experienced, that this -- that being a part
UNITED - WOVACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COWANY - (713)-426-0400
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of this General Reevaluation of dear Creek

woul d greatly benefit the area. | would like
to thank the Corps of Engineers and the
cosponsors, Harris and Galveston Counties,

for having the district be a part of this
ongoi ng study and greatly, greatly | ook
forward to a conpleted project and plan.

| welcone everybody to nake their input
known, whether on the cards or here to the
public. So, thank you again for comng.

MR, SAUNDERS: Thank you, Conmi ssioner.
Right now 1'm going to call on M. Robert Van
Hook, who is the planning | ead for the d ear
Creek Reevaluation Study. Robert.

MR VAN HOXX Good evening. As | have
been introduced, ny nane is Robert Van Hook
and 1'm the planning lead on the Oear Ceek
Ceneral Reevaluation Study and | would al so
like to wel cone you to this Public Scoping
Meet i ng.

The Ceneral Reeval uation Study, or
whi ch you may hear referred to as the GRR is
an evaluation of the main stemof Cear Creek
fromthe Fort Bend County |ine downstream

through Cear Lake.
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As earlier mentioned, the study teamis

made up of the Harris County Flood Contro

District,

Brazoria Drainage District 4, and

@Gal vest on

County. As many of you are aware,

in 1997 the |l ocal sponsors of the Cear O eek

proj ect,

whi ch was Harris County, acting

t hrough the Flood Control D strict, and

Gl veston County,

requested that a six-nonth

proj ect construction suspension and revi ew be
perforned on the channelization project that
had been authorized for Cear Ceek. This
request was nade to allow the |ocal sponsors
time to identify proposed enhancenents and
updates to the long-authorized project.

Local sponsors held a series of
nmeetings in 1997 to get public input, and
sone of you may have been at those neetings.
The sponsors devel oped an alternative plan
and asked us, the Corps, to determne if the
plan was within the discretionary authority
of our division engineer in Dallas to approve
under the existing authorization.

W reviewed the plan and determ ned
that there was too many uncertainties about

cost and various effects of the proposed

UNI TED =
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alternative project to recomend approval by

t he division engineer; therefore, our
recommendati on was to make -- to conduct a
Ceneral Reevaluation of the project,

consi dering the concerns and inputs of the
publ i c. The Conmi ssioners' Courts of Harris
and Gal veston Counties passed a resolution in
April of 1999 requesting that the Corps
undertake this reevaluation of the O ear

Creek project.

As sone of you probably saw outside in
the foyer, there's a planning process that
the Corps is required to follow This slide
depicts that planning process. W have
essentially perfornmed the first two steps and
will be performng Step 3, formul ation of
alternative plans, following this series of
public scoping nmeetings.

As we began the study in June of 1999
we had many coordi nation neetings with the
| ocal sponsors; and in June of 1999, as Jeff
nmentioned, Brazoria Drainage D strict 4
joined the Harris County Flood Contro
District and Gal veston County as a sponsor

for the Reevaluation Study. The -current
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Clear Ceek study, therefore, includes
Brazoria County and the overall study area.

We then began the process of defining
the study paraneters, the activities
required, setting up a schedule and cost for
the study. W established an
Interdisciplinary study team for the
reeval uation. The study team devel oped
prelimnary goals and objectives, which you
may have seen out in the foyer and al so as
depi cted on these two slides.

It was determned that the study woul d
be a totally new effort and that we would
wi pe the slate clean and begin all over
again, therefore, the whole study is w de
open with no preconceived plans based on old
data or ideas.

VW will use all of the various flood
reduction tools that are in our tool box. W
will also consider any new tools and
approaches that cone to our attention as a
result of these scoping neetings. The tools
which we currently have on the list are
depicted on this slide.

Then we began to | ook for brand-new

UNITED - WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COWANY - (713)-426-0400
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information using the latest technology. A

new conput er nodel devel oped and used for the
April 1999 O ear Lake study will be used in

t he eval uation of additional flood reduction
alternatives and to assess any potentia
downstream inpacts on the Cear Lake area.

In February of last year, the watershed
was flown; and we knew -- now have new
ort hophot ography for the whole watershed.

New t opogr aphi ¢ i nformati on has been
collected, which will help us account for
aerial  subsidence. New cross-sections were
taken along C ear Creek and through the | ake
and the second outl et channel, and we have
new updated bridge data.

The | at est conputer technol ogy has been
used in the study. W' ve devel oped a new
digital terrain nodel which displays map
topography in digital form for the watershed.
W perforned a new survey of sonme 3300
structures that reside within the projected
25-year floodplain up and down the creek and
the 100-year floodplain around the |ake. W
have obtained first-fl oor el evations for al

of these structures.
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V¢ have devel oped a state-of-the-art

Ceographic Information System or GS, for
the watershed to record and store information
about the study area; and we will use this
information in the analysis of all new
alternative plans that are developed. We're
using the | atest, newest, up-to-date
population and land wuse information. W --
the latest technology and methods wll be
used to project population growh and
long-term effects.

The project is projected to be conplete
in July of 2003. Then if an acceptable
project can be found, it wll be inplenented
as soon as possible thereafter.

We have hired Dannenbaum Engi neeri ng
Corporation to devel op our new hydrol ogy and
hydraulics information. Their work on this
basel i ne hydrol ogy and hydraulics will be
conpleted at the end of July. New baseline
economcs wll then be devel oped.

New basel i ne environnental data is
bei ng devel oped through a contract with
PBS&J, and they wll develop environnental

dat abase layers for our 4S
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Fol l owi ng this public neeting and your

input, we will develop the first set of new
alternatives for further evaluation.

An Environnmental Restoration Wrkshop
was held in January of this year at the
Gal veston District. As Lloyd nmentioned, the
environnment -- ecosystemrestoration is a new
project mssion, or a Corps mssion. W
invited sone of our headquarters folks to
cone and give us an overview of ecosystem
restoration and how we coul d incorporate
eco-friendly flood damage reduction solutions
into the Oear Ceek project. They talked to
us about the new ecosystemrestoration
mssion, the new policies and nethodol ogies.
The study team engineering, and
environmental personnel, our local sponsors,
and sone public resource agents attended this
wor kshop

In 2002 we wll perform economc
anal ysis on the alternative plans and
determ ne the benefit-to-cost ratios for the
al ternatives. Ve will nmeet with our division
and headquarters to discuss our formnulation

of alternatives and get their buy-in on our

UNITED
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process. W will determ ne reconmended
project plan or plans. W wll conplete
coordination with the Fish and Wldlife
Service, evaluate the environnental inpacts
of the proposed plan or plans, and conplete a
draft CGeneral Reeval uati on Report and

Suppl emental  Environmental Inpact Statenent.

In '03 we will finalize the GRR and
Suppl enental  Environnental Inpact Statement,
perform our Wshington-level project review,
and obtain the Assistant Secretary of Arny
for Cvil Wrks' approval.

Ve want your coments. \W're very
serious about wanting your input into this
study process. W sent out some 3100
postcards to those fol ks who are on the
mailing list conpiled by the Harris County
Flood Control District announcing this
meet i ng. The current list includes attendees
of the three public neetings held in 1997,
public officials in the watershed, and those
that are interested in the project and
citizens who have called or witten to us
about the project. If you filled out an

attendance card tonight, you will be included

UNI TED -
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in sub -- subsequent direct mailings.

W invite you to visit our Wb site.
This Wb site was | aunched in February -- on
February the 22nd. |t was developed as a
source for the public to obtain the |atest
information about the Cear Ceek study and
to create an additional opportunity for
citizens to submt questions and comments.
The site will be updated as new i nfornmation
becomes avail abl e. | hope you also picked up
a pen outside on which the address is
witten, Everyone is encouraged to visit
this Wb site frequently to keep up with the
status of the Cear Ceek study. The study
team will consider all conmrents and ideas
presented in any forum

There's been a G tizens Advisory
Committee fornmed in 1997 by the Harris County
Flood Control District. This group is nade
up of private citizens, elected officials,
engi neers, business people, environnental
interests, so forth. W wll keep this
commttee advised of the study efforts.
Pl ease nake them aware of any of your

concerns.
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Pl ease pick up coment cards in the

foyer for yourself and sone to take to your
friends and neighbors. These cards solicit
i nput about fl oodi ng experience, ask for
witten conments on alternative ideas, areas
of environnental concern. They are

sel f-addressed and postage paid, as

M. Saunders said. Fill them out at vyour
leisure; but in order to be part of the
record of this public neeting, they nmust be
returned to us by June the 8th

As nentioned earlier, we're interested
in eco-friendly flood damage reduction
sol uti ons. Ecosystemrestoration is a new
Corps mssion. Al though ecosystem
restoration is not an authorized purpose for
the Cear Oeek project, we are |ooking at
flood danmage reduction tools and neasures
that are eco-friendly.

W would like information on special
habitats, such as places that you would go to
bi rd-watch, | ook at wldflowers or other
interesting plants, and enjoy the natura
beauty of the creek. Maps are available in

the foyer on which to nmark special |ocations

WNTED -
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that you are familiar wth. In addition, if

you have specific natural resources or issues
you are concerned about, we woul d appreciate
your conments.

As | said, this is an entirely new
study; and we want and need citizen input.

W are soliciting input for the devel opnent
of alternative plans for flood danage
reduction for Cear Ceek. This is a new
study to evaluate all options available for
flood damage reduction. Alternatives under
study involve a wide range of ideas. \When
the study is conplete, the team wll decide
if a plan exists that provides sufficient
benefits to warrant continued participation.

If no acceptable beneficial plan can be
devel oped, the study team may recomend that
the Corps take no action. The "no action"
alternative is required to be exam ned by the
Cor ps.

W have received a nunber of comments
from citizens regarding a new initiative
comonly called Challenge 21, which was
aut hori zed under Section 212 of the Water

Resources Devel opment Act of 1999.  That
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section states that the secretary of the Arny

may undertake a program for the purpose of
conducting projects to reduce fl ood hazards
and restore the natural function and val ues
of rivers throughout the United States. The
current study does not follow under the
Challenge 21 program and 1'd |ike to explain
why by conparing the current study with

Chal lenge 21 for you.

Bot h Chal | enge 21 and the O ear O eek
study enphasize nonstructural flood damage
reduction options. Both Challenge 21 and the
Cl ear Creek study consider structural flood
damage reduction options. Both Challenge 21
and the Cear Ceek study include
envi ronnent al restoration measures. Bot h
enphasi ze projects and mnimze adverse
environmental flooding and social inpacts.
Both give priority to projects that have
community support. Both enphasize projects
that conplenent other projects and prograns.
Both nust be justified, considering all costs
and considering benefits of the project.

Challenge 21 -- but Challenge 21 has a

single project federal funding cap of $30

WNTED -
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mllion. The O ear Creek project does not

have a federal funding limt.

Chal | enge 21 does not currently have a
federal funding appropriation. The dear
Creek study does have this federal funding
appropriati on.

Therefore, at this time it is better to
pursue the very sanme project -- sane type of
proj ect that we woul d consi der under
Chal  enge 21, consider it under the current
Cear Ceek study authority. 1It's funded,
and there is no upper limt or cap on the
funding for the project like there is under
Chal | enge 21.

(Brief interruption.)

MR SAUNDERS: Befuddled Dby technol ogy.

MR VAN HOOK:  Yeah. I'm sorry about
t hat .

(Brief interruption.)

MR VAN HOOK: 1'11 let you read the
slides.

The Harris County Flood Control
District on Cctober 2nd | ast year sent a
letter to the Galveston District proposing

Clear Creek as a potential Challenge 21

UNITED -
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proj ect. In their letter, they stated, "The

Harris County Flood Control D strict does not
want to jeopardize the conpletion of the
CGeneral Reeval uation Report or the chance of
federal participation in the project under
the existing authority."”

There's a handout in the, in the foyer
on Challenge 21. | hope you can pick it up.

| would like to thank you for your
input and that concludes ny overview of the
CGeneral Reevaluation Study and I'11 turn the
nmeeting back over to M. Lloyd Saunders for
public comrents. Thank you.

MR SAUNDERS: Thank you, Robert.

At this time | would like to recognize
some public officials who nmight care to
speak. Drai nage Comm ssioner Roger Davis.
kay. Fi ne.

How about Ben Lenanon, drai nage
comm ssi oner ? Yes, sSir. Pl ease step up,
step up to the mcrophone, if you would.

COW SSIONER LENAMON: My nane i s Ben
Lenanon. I'm chairman of Brazoria Drai nage
District 4. On your panel there sits one of

our other comm ssioners, Comm ssioner

UNI TED -
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Brennan, who has read a resol uti on of our

support for the GRR and the reasons we have
signed up as sponsor to this study.

Gentlemen, I'm going to be rather
brief, if 1 possibly can, referring to sone
points that you m ght have heard before. |
was present at the March 15th neeting, and |
heard sone very eloquent speakers there point
out to you that this study has continued for
33 years and that we have studied the probl em
and done not hi ng.

I'd |like to make three points regarding
this area; and as they say in real estate
it's location, location, location. W are
residents of the @lf Coast area. W are in
a lowlying area which does not have good
drai nage under the best conditions, and
Drainage District 4 expends thousands of
dollars annually to provide the very best we
can for our citizens. Cdear Creek is very,
very inportant to us as our prinmary drai nage
artery into the Qulf of Mexico. The area
that we are studying is located next to the
fourth largest city in this United States,

and | think that's a factor that needs to be

UNI TED
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very seriously considered in the GR

The habitat is such that we do not have
as many alligators and deer in this area as
we used to have as they do in other areas,
New York Gty and Los Angeles, to nention a
coupl e, because they' ve becone habitats for
people; and we have tried to nodify and
revise the habitat so that we can adapt to
the circunstances in the environnment wth --
that we're given.

| ask that you |ook at these things
carefully and think of it in terns of an
analogy, that, if we had children in a
community and we were crowded and we didn't
have a place to build a school, would we et
our children grow up in ignorance because we
didn't want to destroy a wldflower? we'd
find a way; and that's what we're asking you
to do, to find a way to help us in our flood
control problens. W ask that you concl ude
your study with people as the primary
consi derati on.

Thank you, gentlenen.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

MR.  SAUNDERS: Thank you very nuch.

WNTED -

VOVACK REPCRTING - A LEGALINK OOMPANY - (713)-426-0400




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

CLEAR CREEK FLOOD PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

Page 24
Comm ssi oner Jeff Brennan.

COW SSI ONER  BRENNAN: Yes, sir. 1'd
like to read Resolution No. 2001-006, "The
resolution of the Board of Conmm ssioners of
Brazoria Drainage District No. 4 supporting
the Galveston District of the US. Arny Corps
of Engineers in conducting its GCeneral
Reeval uation Project along COear Ceek.

"Whereas, the District is a
conservation and reclamation district |ocated
in northern Brazoria County and whereas,
Cear Ceek is a mjor drainage artery that
carries flood waters through Brazoria County
to Galveston Bay and whereas, the D strict,
the Gty of Pearland, and other parts of
northern Brazoria County have been severely
affected by structural and nonstructural
flooding along Cear Creek for over 20 years
and whereas, the population explosion that
has occurred in recent years in northern
Brazoria County has greatly inpacted the
effectiveness of waterways and drainage
facilities in this area and whereas, the
District on behalf of Brazoria County and the

Cty of Pearland has joined the Counties of

UNI TED -

WOMACK  REPCRTING - A LEGALINK COWANY - (713)-426-0400




CLEAR CREEK FLOOD PUBLIC SCOPING MEETI NG

Page 25

1 Harris and Gal veston as sponsors of the
2 proj ect because it recognizes the critical
3 need for inprovenents along Cear Creek to
4 reduce and alleviate existing and future
5 flooding problens in these jurisdictions, be
6 it hereby resolved by the Board of
7 Commi ssioners of Brazoria Drainage District
8 No. 4 that the D strict hereby supports the
9 Corps of -- Corps in conducting its project
10 along CGear Ceek and encourages it to
11 proceed expeditiously with conpletion of the
12 project plan and report in an effort to
13 protect the health, safety, and welfare of
14 the citizenry of Counties of Brazoria,
15 Gal veston, and Harris; the Dis -- that the
16 District encourages support of Challenge 21
17 by the Corps as a project which conplenents
18 and strengthens current efforts to reduce and
19 all eviate existing and future fl oodi ng
20 problems along Cear Ceek and its
21 tributaries. Passed and approved and adopted
22 this 14th day of March, 2001," signed by the
23 Chairman, Ben Lenanon; Secretary, Jeffrey
24 Brennan; and, nenber, Roger Davis.
25 1'd also like to point out that there
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has been a nunber of things said at other

neetings in regards to not getting along with
other comunities; and |1'd like to point out
that, between Drainage District 4 and the
Gty of Pearland, that we required attention
for developnents and that we would encourage
other comunities to do the sane thing.

Thank you very nuch.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

MR SAUNDERS:. Thank you very nuch.

M. Larry Marcott, the Cty of
Pear | and.

MAYOR PRO TEM MARCOTT: Thank you. |
apol ogi ze for being late; but | was at
another Cty neeting this, this evening. I'm
Larry Marcott, Mayor pro tem of the Gty of
Pearland; and | have a resolution that the
Counci| passed that 1'd like to read,

Resol uti on No. R2001-36, "A resolution of the
Gty -- council of the Cty of Pearland,
Texas, supporting the Glveston District of
the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers in
conducting its GCeneral Reevaluation Project
along Cear Ceek.

"Whereas, the Cty of Pearland is a
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hone rule municipality located in northern

Brazoria County, Texas, and whereas, C ear
Creek is a major drainage artery that carries
floodwater through Brazoria County to

Gal veston Bay and whereas, the Cty has been
severely affected by structural and
nonstructural flooding along Cear Creek for
over 20 years and whereas, the popul ation
explosion that has occurred in recent years
in northern Brazoria County has greatly
impacted the effectiveness of waterways and
drainage facilities in this area and whereas,
the Gty on behalf of Brazoria Drainage
District No. 4 in Brazoria County has joined
the Counties of Harris and Galveston as
sponsors of the project because it recognizes
the critical need for inprovenents al ong
Clear Creek to reduce and alleviate existing
and future flooding problens in these
jurisdictions; now, therefore, be it resol ved
by the Gty Council of the Gty of Pearland,
Texas, that the Gty hereby supports the
Corps in conducting its project along d ear
Creek and encourage it to proceed

expeditiously with conpletion of the plan --

WNTED - woMACK REPCRTING - A LEGALINK COWPANY - (713)-426-0400




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

CLEAR CREEK FLOCD PUBLIC SCCPING MEETING

Page 28
project plan and report in an effort to

protect the health, safety, and wel fare of
the citizenry in the Counties of Brazoria,
Gal veston, and Houston. Passed, approved,
and adopted this 12th day of March, 2001,"
signed by Mayor Tom Reid, Myor, Gty of
Pear | and.

Pearland is at the headwaters of C ear
Creek; and we, as a Cty, have been forced to
maintain and dig drainage retention ponds.
It is expensive for the Gty of Pearland
to -- for us to protect ourself as to protect
the people downstream It costs the Cty of
Pearland approxi mately 15 to $17, 000 per acre
foot, and an acre foot is one acre of 43,000
square feet, a little nmore than that, one
foot deep. So, that's going and clearing the
ground one feet -- one foot deep over an acre
of ground, 43,000 square feet, and that's 15
to $17,000 and the Gty of pPearland cannot
continue doing this to protect our neighbors
downst ream We ask the support of the people
downstream to help us.

It was at your nmneeting last week in

League City | |earned that the people down
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there are not required to do retention. W

require it. We work diligently with the
drainage district. \W've cone up with a set
of plans and specifications that we nutually
agree on for our comunity. W need help
clearing the creek, nmking it so that it can
drain; and we need the support of the cities
downstream to do their part in opening and

l et the water flow.

The neeting |ast week tal ked about no
action being a possible decision. A "no
action" will not keep your property
downstream or our property upstream here
saf e. You nust meke a decision that the
creek has got to be opened up. W' ve got to
have the safety of being able to prevent
flooding in our honmes as well as the people
down -- downstream and this is not a
situation of Brazoria County against
Gal vest on County. It's all of us working
together to inprove the drainage of this
ar ea.

Thank you.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

MR.  SAUNDERS: Thank you very nuch,
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M. Marcott.

Are there any nore elected officials
who woul d i ke to nmake a statenent?

Then, we'll nove on to, to the public
comrent part of the, the neeting. I'd |ike
to ask you, as you speak, to try and limt
your comments to three mnutes. That wll
give the fol ks who al so want to speak an
opportunity to be heard.

Pl ease come down to the podium to the
m crophones, to nake your statenent. Pl ease
gi ve us your name for the record as you open
your statenent.

Remenber that witten statenents can
still be turned in in the foyer. If you're
not meking an oral statenent, we'd love to
have your witten statements. They have the
same weight as oral comrents.

Now call on M. Scott Jones

MR JONES. Thank you. M nane is
Scott Jones. | thank you for the opportunity
to speak tonight.

I'm a resident of League Gty and |
enjoy Cear Ceek with ny wfe and

t wo- and- a- hal f-year-ol d daughter and | have
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concerns about the future of dear Creek. |

was at the conment period back in 1997 and |
commented then and | still have sone of the
sane concerns.

| would submt to you that we don't
have a fl oodi ng probl em per se, but we have a
people problem not that the fol ks that have
endured water in their homes have done
anything wong, but, rather, there's been a
lack of planning and managenent in the
watershed that has led to this current
problem we have.

| do feel synpathy for the folks that
have suffered from water in their hones.
That being said, | do not believe that
channelization of the creek should be
undert aken. The general public and the
envi ronnment should not pay the price for the
benefit of a relative few

What ki nd of |egacy would we | eave our
children and their children? | don't believe
that channelizing the creek would be worth it
in the long run, and | do believe that even
an earthen channel -- I'm not talking about

concrete -- but even an earthen channel, a
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lined channel, can be extrenely detrinental

to habitat, wildlife, fisheries, and water

and sedinent quality of the creek, be it a

creek that -- be it the creek that's Iined,
deepened, or wi dened. | think all those can
be detrinmental. | think we would speed up

stream flows, lose habitats that occur wth
nat ural sinusoidal patterns, and | ose the
ability to filter pollutants in both d ear
Creek, dear Lake, and Galveston Bay.

Just | ook at ot her waterways, other
earthen channelized waterways in the area.
They're really ditches. They're not creeks
or bayous anynore.

| encourage nonstructural solutions,
not ably buy-outs, fl ood-proofing, and
fl oodpl ai n managenent; and | hope we can
preserve riparian zones that will hel p danpen
flood inpacts. | also support sone
structural solutions, nainly detention ponds
and bid -- and bridge replacenent, but if we
have to do -- bypass channels, | hope that
can be a mninmum of the solution and | hope
it's a last resort.

| think we can utilize the detention
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ponds to mtigate for a lot of the | ost

habitat we have in the watershed. W don't
have that many of our nice wetlands left.

| just hope we don't repeat the sane
m st akes that we see in our other area
wat er ways. Just look as Sims Bayou, Brays
Bayou, and some of the other bayous.

| do trust that the study team will do
t he best possible job for all people in the
wat er shed. Thank vyou.

MR SAUNDERS:  Thank you, M. Jones.

Now calling M. Barbara Hopper, |

t hi nk.

M5. HOPPER  I'm Barbara Hopper. |
live in Friendswood. | have been flooded. |
amvery interested in not having -- in
having -- living in a community, Friendswood,

that is not a big retention pond. Now, we
have had our share of the flooding and it
wi Il happen again and you-all know that and,
| think, everyone here, but tonight | just
really wanted to address a question that has
risen -- arisen recently.

| saw in the Houston paper and also in

the Gal veston paper that League City, which
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has been the nost vocal in its protection of

t he environnment argunment for -- against
channel i zati on, Is planning to build a
riverfront market that is going to go al ong
O ear Creek. It will, of necessity, destroy
the riparian forest that we have been told
was so valuable; and it's also going to be
har d- si ded.

Now, | don't know where this fits into
this whole plan, but, believe you ne, if
Clear Creek cone -- | nean, if League Gty
comes up with that plan, we are caught down
there at one end and then you' re not allow ng
channelization or a proper way of bringing
the floodwaters out of our hones in Pearland,
Brazoria County, and in Friendswood. So, |
just really wanted to pose that question; and
I'm hoping that | can get an answer about the
League City marketplace along COear O eek.

And, al so, M. Marcott, in answering
his question, it brings up a question to nme.
I've been talking to Don Al en about this
project for along, long tine; and it seens
to ne fromwhat |'ve heard out in the foyer

today that the Corps has taken -- has done an

UNITED =
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entire flip-flop as far as flood control is

concer ned. Wen | first spoke to Don Allen,
it was a question of moving the water as
qui ckly as possible out fromthese -- from
Chigger Creek, Coward Creek, Mrys Creek, you
know, through dear Creek and out into the
| ake and then to the bay. Now I'm being told
that that is not the case at all, that we
nmust | eave the weeds out there so that they
can absorb some of this terrible drenching
rain that we get now and then and that we
don't, we don't touch this riparian forest.

So, I'm a little unclear about that. |
didn't realize that the US. Corps of
Engi neers had wundertaken this conplete
flip-flop since 1990 in flood control
management .

Thank you.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

MR SAUNDERS:  Thank you very nuch,
Ms. Hopper.

M. Chuck Newm ster

MR NEWMSTER  I'm Chuck Newm ster
with Polly Ranch in Friendswood and | really

just got involved in this a week ago at the
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League City neeting and now |I've found nyself

vol unteered to show up for all ny neighbors
that couldn't be here, but what |'ve been
asked to do is to speak for sone of our, sone
of our other concerned nei ghbors in polly
Ranch that couldn't be here tonight mainly
just to reiterate our view that a mnimalist
approach, nonstructural, is by far
preferabl e. You know, | realize we wll have
to conpromse, but we live along one of the
prettiest stretches of the creek and I'm
starting to see nore and nore interest in
some of ny neighbors in what's going on.

A lot of us had no idea these neetings
were going on. | don't know if there's a
better way to get the word out; but if you
don't take the local paper, if you don't
listen to the Chronicle -- or read the
Chronicle, | had no idea this was even going
on right now So, one thing we need to do
is -- we're going to try and do anong
ourselves is inprove, inprove communication.

Qur biggest thing -- I'm going to keep
this real brief. Qur biggest thing is we've

got the chance to do this right now, and
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hopefully we've learned from the past. W

can use new techni ques, new procedures, new
policies to try and get everybody satisfied;
but, again, it nakes no sense to ne -- | --
this is what | thought last nonth -- or |ast
week after |listening to everything: It makes
no sense to continue devel opnent in areas
where we're going to have a flooding problem
Especially if, if League Cty and sone of
these bigger developrments are comng along,
that makes no sense. W'Ill end up spending
nore noney in the long run than if we just
try to control it a little better.

So, again, I'mreally just here to
reiterate that there is an interest in pPolly
Ranch. Not everybody's here, being very
vocal . | got elected to do that in this
case, and | appreciate your timne.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

MR SAUNDERS:  Thank you very nuch.

M. Gene Cook.

MR COX MW nane is Gene Cook. Good
eveni ng. A study of this project was
conducted al so by an environnental group

claimng that their highly respected experts

WNTED -

WIMACK REPCRTING - A LEGALINK OOWANY - (713)-426-0400




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CLEAR CREEK FLOOD PUBLIC SCOPING MEETI NG

Page 38
had concl uded that the project significantly

wor sens downstream fl oodi ng. Conputers have
made it very easy to perform an extensive
search for technical articles witten by
experts in a particular field, and a search
for technical articles witten by these
so-called highly respected experts only
reveal ed restaurant reviews.

| do not think that the residents of
this watershed want the flood control
nmeasures protecting their hones designed by
food experts. Wuld you want to go to the
moon in a spaceship designed by Julia Childs?

Three separate engi neeri ng anal yses
have been conducted by the Corps in Harris
County and concl uded that this project
reduces downstream flooding risk. A Bay Area
city councilman cautioned in the last public
neeting that we should be m ndful that
nmeasures taken upstream affect those |iving
downst r eam | agree; however, | would also
poi nt out that scare tactics spread by those
living downstream can affect those living
upst r eam

Qpponents of this project have tried to
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portray the sane technol ogy that protects

their homes as a mstake and old and claim
that homeowners, including those in polly
Ranch Estates, even though they are not aware
of it, should be bought out. Destroying the
homes and taking the property of innocent
people while saying it is voluntary is not
new technology, either. The Nazis were doing
that 60 years ago.

Qpponents have done everything in their
power to block this project, voiced no
objection until nearly $39 mllion was spent
conpleting l|ocks and channels downstream to
protect their homes. As you evaluate the
in -- inputs from your January neeting with
tax-exenpt environnental, quote, unquote,
experts and not the residents that are paying
for this -- and it is our homes -- you should
al so consider those that oppose it are living
in homes that are protected from fl oodi ng by
structural flood control nmeasures they are
trying to block from protecting the rest of
us.  Thank you.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

MR SAUNDERS:  Thank you, M. Cook.
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That concl udes the nunber of green

cards | have from people who want to speak.
Is there anyone else in the audience that
would like to make a statement?

Could | encourage you to fill out a
green card, please?

MR MMJRRAY: | wll fill it out.

MR SAUNDERS: Thank you very nuch.

MR MMJRRAY: Is it okay to say
sonet hi ng now 1've checked the green card?

MR SAUNDERS: Yes. State your nane
for the record, please.

MR MMRRAY. Charles McMurray. |
live in the Springfield Subdivision here in
Pearland; and what | want to reiterate is ny
concern in your, in your process that vyou
want to limt -- to very strictly limt the
changes to the watershed so you don't affect
the environnent. And what | don't understand
is why we have to so strongly limt what
we're going to do to the watershed on the
environment when every tinme a new hone is
built the environment 1is changing.

And | just want to beseech y'all not to

turn around and say, "I want to see the whole
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thing straightened into a straight line |ike

a pencil and lined with concrete fromthe
outflow into the Galveston Bay all the way
upstreant but that we're going to have to
make sone real thoughtful engineering changes
into the Cear COeek watershed so to provide
effective drainage. W cannot essentially
say that it must -- all the water nust be
retained and that you can't nake any changes
inthe, in the watershed because the nunber
of people noving into the area is not being
constricted because we're a free country.

And | do not say that | want the
environment to be dammred or ignored, but
that, with the nunber of people noving into
the area, is -- like the subdivision which I
live in, we spent between 90 to $100,000 to
mai ntain and upgrade our detention pond. Qur
ability to do that is limted and we need to
be abl e to have proper flow of that water to
O ear Lake, Galveston Bay and 1'm concerned
that | -- that you're being constricted or
being limted for whatever reasons in that.

And | woul d hope that those -- that the

engineering of it, while being respectful of
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the environment, renenber that the people

comng here -- we nust be respectful of the
envi ronment al changes bei ng brought about by
the large nunmber of honeowners comng here;
and that's ny strong concern, that we not
arbitrarily and capriciously restrict what
will effectively provide the engineering to
give us drainage. And that, that's ny reason
for comng down here and speaking tonight.

And thank you for your tine.

MR.  SAUNDERS:  Thank you very nuch for
your conments, Sir.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

MR SAUNDERS: Anyone else like to
speak? You have to make a |ot of novenent
because | can barely see you with all these
l'ights.

kay. Havi ng seen no other indication
of speakers, let ne say for the record that
this Public Scoping Meeting was convened at
Pearl and, Texas, on the 9th of My, 2001.
The official record will remain open for 30
days wuntil June 8th. That neans until June
8th we will still accept witten comments

from the public. So, again, | encourage you,
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1 if, if you have friends or neighbors that
2 mght be interested in providing a comment,
3 pl ease, please | ook out for them by providing
4 them with one of these cards.
5 I'd like to thank the | ocal sponsors
6 for joining us tonight, participating in the
1 study. 1'd like to thank Kay G ouch and all
8 the staff of both the Corps and the Fl ood
9 Control Districts and everyone el se who
10 hel ped with the publicity and the |ogistics
11 of this neeting.
12 Again | encourage you to visit the Wb
13 site, wwwv clearcreekproject.com That has
14 t he announcenent of all the neetings that we
15 have on O ear Creek and a | ot of other
16 val uable infornmation. People with access to
17 the Internet should be able to know when
18 we're having these neetings.
19 | want to thank everyone who spoke and
20 everyone who attended for joining us this
21 eveni ng. This neeting is adjourned.
22 (Audi ence appl ause.)
23 (Meeting concluded at 7:51 p.m)
24
25
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